
   
Money Discussion/Written Report Starters  

For college students 
 
Rena-Fi, Inc. designed the following topics and questions for college students. We recommend 
that a parent, guardian, teacher, and/or mentor use these as a guideline for discussion or 
written reports. This material is also appropriate for college students to work through 
independently. 
 
Please keep in mind there are no set answers. When leading discussions or assigning 
homework using these questions, please encourage each individual to answer with whatever 
first comes to mind. See where the discussions/reports lead. Even if students veer off the topic 
of money, it is always worthwhile to increase their insight and to build relationships. 
 
MONEY: 

● Why is money important? 
● How do you define wealthy? 
● How do you define poor? 
● What do you consider to be a lot of money for one person? 
● Does having a lot of money make you a better person than someone who doesn’t have a 

lot of money? If so, why? If not, why not? 
● What is the difference between a want and a need? Is there a spectrum, so something 

can be partly want and partly need? If so, where in that spectrum does something like 
technology fall? Can some forms of technology be a need, and some a want? If so, 
which ones and why do you think so? 

● What does “cost of living” mean? If you were independent today, and had a 
minimum-wage job, do you think you could afford to live on your own in your town? Why 
or why not? 

● How does someone build credit?  
● Is a credit card free money? Why or why not? 
● What is the price of debt?  
● Are there any consequences for overdrawing a bank account or paying a bill late? What 

are they? 
● What Is compound interest? How could compound interest help you if you started saving 

some of your paycheck right now? 
● What is a budget? Is a budget important? Why or why not? When should a budget be 

used? What are some benefits of having and following a budget? What might some 
consequences be of not having or following a budget? 
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● Can you recall without looking who and what are on our currency and coins? Why are 

they famous or significant? What does it symbolize to have them on our cash? 
BEHAVIOR: 

● What is your attitude towards money? 
● Does money buy happiness? Why or why not? 
● Does it buying and accumulating possessions make us happier than we would be 

otherwise? Why or why not? 
● How much does your neighborhood define who you are?  
● What qualities does a person have to make ‘BIG’ money? 
● Do you have a life calling? In what ways does it involve money? How might money affect 

whether or not you fulfill it? 
 
RELATIONSHIPS: 

● What have you and your family accomplished together? 
● Who handles the money in your family? 
● What’s your role in your family? 
● Do you expect your parents to give you money? If so, for how long? 
● What do older generations misunderstand about you? 
● What are your family stories of sacrifice? 
● Should you have to pay rent if you live at home with you parents? 
● Do you and your friends lend money to each other? Why or why not? If yes, how much 

are you willing to lend or borrow? 
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SCENARIOS: 

● When you are walking around a big city, where on your body is a safe place to keep 
money? Is it safe in a handbag? 

● Would you ever give money to a beggar or someone who was homeless? 
● What would you do if you found a brown paper bag with one thousand dollars in it on the 

street? 
● How much are you spending on your college education right now? Are you going 

through on loans? How much will it cost in total to complete your degree? Have you 
chosen a major? What is the career path you’re intending to follow? Is a degree 
necessary for the career path you have in mind? What kind of income will your career 
generate? If you are accruing debt, do you think you will be able to earn enough to pay it 
back? How fast? 

● If you could make a list of five things you want for your birthday or Christmas, how much 
money would be needed to buy everything? 

● Would you take a job if your values didn’t match your employer’s? Why or why not? Are 
some values expendable in some situations? Which ones? Why? 

● Would you rather work from home or in an office? Why or why not? 
● Is is possible to start out monetarily poor in the United States and become well off 

through hard work? Why or why not? 
● Should those who earn more pay more taxes? 
● What would you do if you won the lottery? 
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MISC: 

● What’s the best advice you’ve ever gotten?  
● Does your digital life have side effects? What are they? 
● Do you feel that your identity is protected? Do you take any measures on social media to 

protect your identity? Should passwords and PIN numbers vary from account to 
account? 

● If your college or employer were to read your social media posts, what impression would 
they have of you? Would that impression help you or hinder you? What impression do 
you want them to have of you? 

● Should a computer or calculator be used for all math problems? Why or why not? 
● Do schools need a new way of teaching math? If so, what would you change, and why? 
● Are you an adult? When do you become an adult? What does being an adult mean to 

you? When you are an adult, how much can you still rely on your parents, and for what? 
● Are you working while at college? Why or why not? If so, what kinds of jobs do you hold 

and how many hours a week do you work? Are you working this summer? Why or why 
not? What kinds of jobs will you hold? If you do work, what do you spend the money you 
on (Note: this answer may be different from why you work.)? 

● What do these proverbs mean? Restate them in your own words and then explain them. 
Are they always true? If so, why? If not, why not? 

○ The best things in life are free. 
○ Time is money. 
○ Save your pennies for a rainy day. 
○ Money talks. 
○ You can't take it with you when you go. 
○ Money doesn't grow on trees. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
www.Rena-Fi.com  

http://www.rena-fi.com/

