
HOLIDAY PROMPTS
The holidays are fast approaching and it’s why we have created some questions and
prompts to be sure you don’t overspend this holiday season. Many of us rarely think
about things like Christmas cards and dinner parties, holiday outfits and crafts with
the kids. But if you’re on a tight budget, these things can wreak havoc for you and

even possibly put you into more debt. So before you go to the grocery store hungry,
or shop without a plan, ask yourself some vital questions and start making an effort

to not go hog-wild with the sales and intense marketing this season.  

GIFTS
Have you allocated how much you’ll spend per person? Have you considered
accounting for the individual who delivers your mail or newspaper, your taxes, etc.?
Have you accounted for the money you’ll need to spend on group gifts for bosses
and/or the office or colleague gifts? How about gifts for teachers, neighbors or
sitters? How about family who lives out of the immediate area, have you planned for
postage costs in addition to gift costs? Have you thought about the total money
you’ll spend on wrapping paper, tags, tape, bags, etc.? Have you made lists for
possible gifts for everyone on your list to shop the best deals? Have you accounted
for possible shipping costs with any online shopping? 

DINNERS
Are you hosting or going anywhere where a special dinner is taking place? Do you
have to bring a gift, or part of the meal? If you’re hosting, do you have to buy special
things like plates, utensils, centerpieces and/or decorations? Do you have to budget
for babysitters? 

TRAVEL
Have you accounted for gas, tolls, airfare or other transportation costs? How about
lodging and meals? If guests are staying with you, do you have to think about buying
anything for them such as an air mattress, sheets, toiletries, etc.? 

THE EXTRAS
Are you baking cookies or making candy? Are you sending Christmas cards or
updated pictures to your family and friends? Are you giving extra to charities, the
church or others in need? Are you buying new decorations for your home? 

www.rena-fi.com


